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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



In order to comply with 37 C.F.R. §§1.97 and 1.98, a copy of Form HDP-1449 is 
attached. Copies of the cited art are included with the parent application, U.S. Serial No. 
10/323,371) and have not been included herewith. 

In accordance with MPEP §§609 and 707.05(b), Applicant respectfully requests that 
each document listed be given thorough consideration and that the Examiner cite each 
document of record in the prosecution history of the present application by initialing Form 
HDP-1449 next to each document. Applicant requests such initialing even if the Examiner 
does not consider: (1) a listed document to be sufficiently pertinent to use in a rejection; 
(2) a document to be prior art for any reason; or (3) that the guidelines for citation have 
been fully complied with respecting a particular document. Applicant makes this request 
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so that each document becomes cited on the face of a patent issuing on the present 
application. 

Applicant submits that the present Information Disclosure Statement is in 
compliance with the duty to disclose information material to patentability under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.56, but by listing such documents Applicant is not admitting that such documents are 
necessarily relevant or prior art. Applicant intends no representation that the listed 
documents represent the results of a complete search. Applicant anticipates that the 
Examiner, in the normal course of examination, will make an independent search to 
determine the best prior art consistent with 37 C.F.R. §1. 104(a) and §1. 106(b) and, in the 
course of such search, will review for relevance every document listed on the attached 
form even if not initialed. 

Applicant earnestly solicits early and favorable consideration. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned 
attorney at (248) 641-1600. 



HARNESS, DICKEY & PIERCE, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, MI 48303 
(248) 641-1600 

Date: January 21, 2004 
STO/srh 
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"Stephen T. Olson 
Reg. No. 36,626 
Attorney for Applicant 



FORM HDP-1449 (Based on Form PTO-1449) 

Patent and Trademark Office 
Information Disclosure Citation 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


Attorney Docket No. 


Serial No. 


4623C-000090/COA 


to be assigned 


Applicant 


Helmut Lutz 


Sheet 1 of 1 


Filing Date 


Group 


Herewith 


3751 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Ref. 
Desig. 


Examiner's 
Initials 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Name 


Class/ 
Subclass 


(If appropriate) 
Filing Date 


1. 




4,042,981 


8/1977 


Cook 


4/10 




2. 




5,342,516 


8/1994 


Rachak 


210/218 




3. 




5,363,510 


11/1994 


Chlebek 


4/321 




4. 




5,924,141 


7/1999 


Fransson 


4/111.1 




5. 




6,189,161 


2/2001 


Rijn et al. 


4/321 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Ref. 
Desig. 


Examiner's 
Initials 


Document 
Number 


Date 


Country 


Class/ 
Subclass 


Translation 
Yes No 


1. 




CA 1 096 552 


3/1981 


Canada 








2. 




DE 199 25 898 


12/2000 


Germany 




Abstract 





OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 


Ref. 
Desig. 


Examiner's 
Initials 




1. 







Examiner: Date Considered: 



EXAMINER: Please initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not 
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



